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National Director, Precept Ministries 
International (Canada)

Mission:
To engage people in relationship with 
God through knowing His Word.

Vision:
Every believer in Christ living out 
God’s Word every day.

About the Plumbline
The plumb line is pictured in  
Scripture as the standard of  
Truth. “Behold I am about to put 
a plumb line in the midst of My 
people. . .” (Amos 7:8). Our goal 
with Plumbline is to help Precept 
supporters like you measure all of life 
by God’s Word. May it bless you!

Mailing Address:
61 Sherwood Drive,
Brantford, ON
N3T 1N3

Phone: 877.234.2030

Email: info@preceptministries.ca

Website: www.preceptministries.ca
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God At Work Across Canada  
Mark Sheldrake

This year is off to a great start. In February, we held the Hold Fast 
Conference in Abbotsford, BC with more than 500 participating 
as David and Kay Arthur taught from 1 Peter. Through this conference, 
I had the opportunity to return to the province in mid-March for 
workshops in Langley and Chilliwack, as well as a special gathering of eager 
Precept students in Nanaimo.

In Langley, more than 50 people attended How to Study New 
Testament Letters. As I arrived at the workshop, I was greeted by those 
who had attended the conference. Many of them were new to the inductive 
study method, and others were overjoyed that their family members were 
at the workshop to learn new skills in studying the Bible.

In Chilliwack, we had more than 25 people come together to study 
John 17 and take leadership training in the 40-Minute Bible studies. Please 
be in prayer for the participants of these workshops as they begin to use 
their skills in study and leadership.

I also had the opportunity to travel with one of our trainers Elaine Pusch 
to Edmonton, AB to host Precept Upon Precept Leader Training, as well 
as the workshops How to Study New Testament Letters and Essentials 
of Inductive Bible Study. In our full leadership training class, all of the 
participants had an opportunity to develop their leadership skills and put 
those skills to practice in teaching a portion of a lesson. Each participant 
was evaluated and qualified to become a Precept Upon Precept leader.

In Elaine’s Essentials of Inductive Study workshop, she introduced a 
room full of new people to the Precept Inductive Bible Study 
Method through 1 Thessalonians. After the workshop was completed, we 
learned that our workshop host, Shelley Woodcox, had gained five new 
students for her Daniel Precept Upon Precept class. A few students who 
came Friday night returned on Saturday to further sharpen their skills in 
study.

Finally, in Nanaimo, we gathered in a local coffee shop and our discussion 
together was focused on how we can build the ministry, start more classes 
and support each other on the island. We prayed for God to open 
doors for training and more Bible study classes on the island. 
Over the past year, we tried multiple times to host training workshops, 
but each time they were cancelled due to lack of participation. This is a 
disheartening situation for our local hosts, as well as the ministry team 
who puts in a great effort to see people engaged in studying God’s Word. 



After a time of reflection and being in contact with one of the E-Team members, we concluded that for God 
to work on the island we must be in unity with Him, working as a team and praying for God to 
open doors for new leaders.  In the fall we will host Precept Upon Precept Leader Training on the island 
with the hopes of seeing new classes started.

I’ve been so encouraged by what God has been doing in the first quarter of this year. The 
calendar is filling up with workshops all over the country. There’s a desire from local leaders to 
engage more people in relationship with God through knowing His Word.

Join us in seeing what God is doing firsthand. Consider hosting a workshop in your church! The 
Essentials of Inductive Bible Study workshop is a great workshop to introduce people to the study method. The 
How to Study New Testament Letters workshop is great for developing skills in study. If you are interested 
in becoming a Precept Upon Precept leader, look for our leadership workshops. Each workshop is limited in 
numbers, and we’re looking to offer them all over the country.

For more information on hosting or participating in training, visit our website. Don’t forget our Hold Fast 
Conference in September in Brantford, ON! This is a phenomenal opportunity to introduce 
people to inductive Bible study. Invite your friends, family, and church to join us in filling Central Baptist 
Church. We’re praying that the Ontario conference will spark the same growth we’re seeing in British Columbia 
following that conference.

Blessings,

Mark

"People in Ottawa 
are looking for a 
way to study the 
Bible—a way 
to interact with 

Scripture."

WWW.PRECEPTMINISTRIES.CA/PRECEPTOTTAWA
VISIT US ONLINE TO HEAR WHAT THE LORD IS DOING IN OTTAWA THROUGH PRECEPT.
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Digging In 
Beth Schmidt 

These are a few of the many comments after the 3-hour Digging In 
workshop that we held in Millarville, AB on a Saturday morning last 
month. Thirty-one of us came together for re-tooling in some of the 
basics of inductive study. We focused on how to ask good questions of 
the Scripture being studied, using our familiar "5 W’s & H" (Who, What, 
When, Where, Why & How). The focus was on sticking with what the text 
actually says (not what we think it says) through careful observation.  

The purpose of the workshop was to really focus on the basics of inductive 
study using the God, Are You There? Do You Care? Do You Know About 
Me? study. More workshops are planned for future months that will be 
“Digging Deeper” and “Unlocking the Parables”. These workshops are 
designed to teach and discuss the Word of God inductively, so 
that we might be better able to draw into relationship with 
God and to disciple others to do likewise.  

I’ve benefited so much from learning through Precept studies and 
workshops for the last 30 years that my one great desire is to help others to: 
“Draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, having 
our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with 
pure water. Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.  
And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up 
meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the 
more as you see the Day approaching.” —Hebrews 10:22–25

“I FEEL EVERY TIME I 
COME TO SOMETHING 

FROM PRECEPT, I LEARN 
SO MUCH.”

“I DIDN’T REALLY 
UNDERSTAND THE VALUE OF 
MARKING...BUT I SEE NOW 
HOW IMPORTANT IT IS.”

“THIS IS GOING TO BE 
SO HELPFUL FOR ALL MY 
OTHER STUDYING, TOO.”

WWW.PRECEPTMINISTRIES.CA/TRAINING
877.234.2030 EXT. 206 | TRAINING@PRECEPTMINISTRIES.CA

BRING THE TRANSFORMING POWER OF GOD'S WORD TO YOUR CHURCH OR COMMUNITY!  
CONTACT OUR EVENTS TEAM TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION!

 (Beth serves as a trainer and board member with Precept Canada.)
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Engaging Men in God's Word  
Mike Flemming

I recently returned to Canada from 10 years in 
Africa as a short-term missionary. In November 
2018 I met with the Sundre, AB ministerial, which 
consists of 14 churches and asked them about the 
state of men's ministry in the Sundre area. Out 
of a current status and needs assessment, Bible 
studies began for men dealing with addictions and 
how men can come along side those with battling 
addictions. The 40-Minute study Being a Disciple: 
Counting the Real Cost was used and 
Rising to the Call of Leadership will soon 
follow. 

In addition, a program on mentoring 
of parents with children on sexuality, 
the internet, and relationships will be 

presented by parents who have just finished 
raising teenagers.  

Another benefit that was initiated will make it 
available for churches to share the use of Bible 
study media such as DVD sets which is helpful for 
small churches with limited resources. A 4-year 
New Inductive Study Series curriculum or a 8-year 
In & Out® and Precept Upon Precept® curriculum 
was drafted as a proposal for going forward. 

Please pray for Sundre men to engage in 
relationship with God through knowing His 
Word.  

French 
Update  
Markus 
& Esther 
Hauser

Wintertime conditions in the province of Québec 
are always a challenge for travel; even more so 
in our area. By the end of March, one group in 
Mont-Joli and another in Matane completed 
the 40-Minutes Bible Study «Pardonner: briser 
l’emprise du passé» (Forgiveness: Breaking the 
Power of the Past). Out of this study there was a 
lady in the process of divorce. She had asked her 
husband for forgiveness and told him that she 
has forgiven him. 

From March 22–23 we had the great 
opportunity to represent Precept Ministries with 
a booktable at the Forum des Évangéliste in 
Quebec City for the second year in a row. We're 
hoping that we will be able to make new contacts 
that will allow for future workshops in different 
areas across Québec. 

A gentleman living in Gaspé has asked us to help 
him and some others dig deeper in the Word. 
He lived in Cap-Chat and attended the Precept 
group once or twice before.  

Lastly, there is a group of people studying 
through «Seigneur, enseigne-moi à étudier la 
Bible» (Lord, Teach Me To Study the Bible) at 
the end of March in order to get familiar with 
the tools of inductive Bible study.

Please pray for us that we can discern the 
need of all these people.  

 (Markus and Esther serve as our French Ministry Coordinators 
training and equipping in the Province of Québec.)



My husband and I had the opportunity to attend the 
Hold Fast conference and I left feeling so grateful 
for those who continue to teach and lead us through 
God's Word. Such a beautiful weekend sitting under 
the teachings of Kay and David Arthur, studying in 
the book of 1 Peter. —Stephanie

FEATURING 
DAVID & KAY ARTHUR

SEPTEMBER 6–7, 2019 | BRANTFORD, ON

WWW.PRECEPTMINISTRIES.CA
SIGN UP TODAY!

79$

COMING THIS FALL!

On February 1 and 2, 2019, Precept 
Ministries Canada, in partnership 
with Northview Community Church in 
Abbotsford, BC, had the opportunity to host 
the first-ever Day in the Word Conference 
called Hold Fast. 

With over 500 people in attendance, it 
was a faith-filled weekend as David and 
Kay Arthur brought some great challenges 
through 1 Peter. How will you Hold Fast 
in the midst of our culture? We know 
the answer is that we will stand firm on  
the truth of God’s Word.
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Goals — How will the funds be used?

To see a full video tour of the Training Centre and offices, and to learn more about 
the Thrive Building Campaign, visit us online at

www.preceptministries.ca/thrive

• $290,000 — Mortgage Reduction (current mortgage $425,000)  
— Mortgage-free by 2020 

• $120,000 — Roof Replacement — by 2025 

• $60,000 — Boiler Replacement — by 2022 

• $10,000 — Renovation to provide display area for Bible studies (sliding 
doors to lock when office is closed.) — in 2019 as funds are available 

• $6,000 — Carpeting for Classroom 1 — Completed 

• $5,000 — Front Office A/C —  by May 2019 

• $4,000 — New Phone System — Completed 

Thrive
Building Campaign

Gifts can be pledged over 3 years and be set up with 

Precept Ministries Canada.

GOAL: $500,000 by 2022



WWW.PRECEPTMINISTRIES.CA

"When I study God's 
Word using the 

inductive method, God's 
Word—it's speaking 

right to my heart."

WWW.PRECEPTMINISTRIES.CA/GIFTOFGODSWORD
VISIT US ONLINE TO HEAR ABOUT CHRISTA'S JOURNEY WITH PRECEPT'S INDUCTIVE STUDY METHOD.

The BRAND-NEW Precept Ministries Canada website has officially been launched! This website has been created to 
provide a more user-friendly experience for all of our Bible study leaders and students!

Visit us online TODAY!


