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God at Work this Far in 2019:
New People Engaging With His
Word

The year 2019 has been very encouraging as we further the mission by
engaging people in relationship with God through knowing His Word.
I’ve travelled more than 25,000 km in the first six months doing training
workshops all over Canada.
DAY IN THE WORD CONFERENCES
Mark Sheldrake
National Director, Precept Ministries
International (Canada)
Mission:
To engage people in relationship
with God through knowing His
Word.
Vision:
Every believer in Christ living out
God’s Word every day.
About the Plumbline
The plumb line is pictured in
Scripture as the standard of
Truth. “Behold I am about to put
a plumb line in the midst of My
people. . .” (Amos 7:8). Our goal with
Plumbline is to help Precept supporters like you measure all of life
by God’s Word. May it bless you!

Mailing Address:
61 Sherwood Drive,
Brantford, ON
N3T 1N3
Phone: 877.234.2030
Email: info@preceptministries.ca
Website: www.preceptministries.ca

In February, Abbotsford, BC hosted the first of five Day in the Word
Conferences with David and Kay Arthur over the next two years. Over
500 people were in attendance! The most exciting part about this
conference was seeing the number of men and teenagers in the
pews diligently marking the Scriptures and being engaged in the
teaching from both Kay and David.
The Lord continues to work in the province. Leaders have seen
increases in their class sizes and churches have opened their doors
for training. We’ll be heading back in the fall to offer Precept Upon
Precept leader training in Abbotsford and Nanaimo.
In Ontario, the Day in the Word conference to be held in September is
at over 50% capacity registration, and we anticipate that the conference
will be sold out by August!
PRECEPT UPON PRECEPT LEADER TRAINING
The new Precept Upon Precept Leader Training is producing more
confident leaders, and we’ve seen an increase in the number
of people wanting to take the training. The leadership training
has raised up 21 new Precept Upon Precept leaders in five three-day
workshops. In July, we’ll host leader training in our new building, and
later in the fall we’ll be hosting these workshops across Canada.
We continue to hear from our Entrust coaches from all over the country
as they share testimonies of discipling and coaching their students into
the role of a Precept Upon Precept leader. In 2018, we saw a 6% increase
in the number of Precept Upon Precept studies distributed, and a 32%
increase in the number of In & Out studies. These are clear indicators
that new leaders are starting classes, and current leaders are
seeing an increase in their class sizes.
We’re thankful that the Lord is stirring up hunger in people
to go deeper in study using Precept Upon Precept courses.
Leaders are seeing the benefit of this new training. This has led our team
to develop a new workshop to equip our experienced Precept leaders
with the same type of training and coaching. We’ll run our first refresh
training in July at our new building.
ESSENTIALS OF INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY

2 | www.preceptministries.ca

Our free training workshop Essentials of Inductive Bible
Study has become one of the most popular workshops we
offer across Canada. Classrooms are filled with people wanting to
learn the basic skills of Observation, Interpretation, and Application.
This workshop is fantastic for introducing new people to the inductive
method of study.

The workshop has been offered eight times across Canada in the first six months, and each time the class is
full of new people! When teaching it, the greatest joy comes when people tell me that they had no idea there
was so much to learn in the first 10 verses of 1 Thessalonians. Since we offer this workshop at no cost to the
participant, 90% of the funds to cover the expenses of these workshops are covered by your
financial gifts. We will continue to provide this workshop for free, as we see hundreds of new people
engaged with God’s Word.
TRAINING GOALS FOR 2019
In September 2018, our team went through the process of planning our 2019 training schedule, and we set
a lofty goal of 100 training workshops in Canada. To meet this goal, our 11 trainers would need to be
actively training all across Canada.
As of June, we have 47 total workshops confirmed until December 2019. In the first six months, churches have
hosted 30 training workshops with over 400 people being trained, and more than 50% of those being
trained are brand new to Precept. Our prayer is that over the next few months, God will open more doors
for training workshops.
Our training workshops continue be a proven method for engaging new people in relationship with God
through knowing His Word. If you’re interested in hosting a workshop or would like more information,
please contact us at training@preceptministries.ca.
I’m encouraged by the growth of the ministry in the first half of the year. Our team is committed to furthering
the mission and vision of Precept Ministries in Canada. There’s no greater time than this to invest in
Precept with your financial gifts. God is working through this ministry and we’re blessed to partner with
you. The Lord has provided a new training facility, and new staff members to coordinate the French ministry
effort in Quebec. We have dedicated trainers and Entrust coaches who are raising up new Precept leaders and
hundreds of Bible study leaders from coast to coast who are dedicated to engaging students in relationship with
God through knowing His Word.
This Plumbline is filled with testimonies of God at work in the lives of people across Canada. Our hope is that
we’ll keep seeing this growth continue as we strive to impact this nation for the glory of God.
Would you prayerfully consider investing in Precept Ministries with a one-time financial gift, or ask
the Lord if you should join our E-Team as a monthly investor and prayer partner? Thank you for partnering
with Precept! I hope you’re as encouraged as I am when you read through the pages of this newsletter.
Blessings,

First 6 Months of 2019
Mark

People Trained – 436
New People in Training Workshops – 221
Day in the Word Conference Attendees – 508
Total Reported Classes – 185
Total New Reported Classes – 37
Total Bible Studies Distributed – 6000
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Prepared for the Trial through Bible Study
Annie Rompf
I am a homeschooling mother of four boys and a little girl. We live in the
Fraser Valley, BC. I was invited to a Bible study through a neighbour/
friend who was also my daughter’s occupational therapist. When I got
the email invite, it was specified that this was not a care group, but a
Bible STUDY. I was excited to join—it felt right!
I grew up attending church and I’ve been a believer since I was very
young. When I joined this Bible study about four or five years ago, I got
into the homework and really enjoyed it. I felt like God’s Word
was becoming so alive and active in my heart, and it brought
me so much joy—the joy of the Lord! I’ve never been a morning
person, but now I set my alarm really early so I can have a quiet house
to do my study, and I just love it! The homework is so helpful with great
thought-provoking questions that require lots of reading and studying.
I love the cross referencing! I love how the Bible interprets itself! I’ve
learned that it’s best to do our own study of the Scriptures before
consulting commentaries, which are often biased.
My faith has grown so much, and I feel as though God has been
deepening my roots and preparing me for the trial that our family is going through: grieving the death of
our precious little girl on January 3rd this year. The Lord has been so gentle with me through this very
painful time!
I’m continuing in Bible study as I draw my strength from
spending time in His Word. Recently I went to two seminars
focused on the inductive Bible study method through Precept
Ministries, as well as the Hold Fast conference with Kay and David
Arthur. They were all so good. I want to be a workman approved
unto God, handling the Scriptures accurately, according
to 2 Timothy 2:15:
“Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who
does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.”
The Bible warns about being mislead or deceived so many times. I
have attended so many Bible studies and churches over the years,
and I believe the Word is so often watered down and interpreted
incorrectly, and I know I have been misled about some very
important doctrines of the Bible. The Lord has corrected me along
the way. I am eternally grateful to God for this ministry.
My desire is to go through the whole Bible using this inductive study
method. I desire to inspire and help others deepen their study of the Scriptures as well.
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French Update: Getting
Equipped
Markus and Esther Hauser

attended this unofficial gathering. We believe that
this is a beginning.
Additionally, we have some good news from here
in Canada, from Farnham, QC: Patrick, the pastor
of the church where we held an introductory
workshop in October, has almost finished the
French study Lord, Teach Me to Study the Bible
with a group. They want to get familiar with
the “toolbox”, as we call this study book, in
order to be equipped with the inductive
study method.
We’re still in the introduction phase in the French
part, and organizing means flexibility and often
short-term planning. Here are some upcoming
events at the time of this writing:
•

•
“The training workshops really work because they
lead to another perspective that people can see
more. When I came home after the training of 3
hours on that Saturday morning, I came home on
fire ... I taught my wife the little lessons we did
and that brought her to things she hadn’t seen
yet.” (Nicolas P., Quebec City, QC)
At the end of April, we came back from a trip to
Switzerland, hoping and praying to introduce
Precept Ministries to French-speaking people
there. Suddenly a door opened: A friend couple
invited us and organized a special event in order
for us to tell them about the ministry in the
province of Quebec, including a short workshop
demonstration of the inductive Bible study
method. They were excited to get something
in French (and not in German). About 20 people

•
•
•
•

May 17: Introductory workshop Jésus:
faire l’expérience de son toucher (Jesus:
Experiencing His Touch) in La Malbaie with
the objective to do a complete 40 Minute
study next autumn/winter
May or later: Introductory workshop in La
Baie/Saguenay
May 31: Meeting with a group in Cap-auRenard (Gaspé) that could lead to a Precept
study later
September to December 2019: Another 40
Minute study in Mont-Joli
Lord Teach Me to Study: Waiting to start
groups
Introductory workshop in the area of Granby:
Looking for a place to host; some individuals
who worked through the French videos on the
website or got in touch with us and Precept
material are interested in attending

Please pray for people attending and for churches
willing to host workshops.
Markus and Esther serve as our French Ministry
Coordinators training and equipping in the
Province of Quebec.

BRING THE TRANSFORMING POWER OF GOD’S WORD TO YOUR CHURCH OR COMMUNITY! CONTACT OUR
EVENTS TEAM TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION!

877.234.2030 EXT. 206 | TRAINING@PRECEPTMINISTRIES.CA
WWW.PRECEPTMINISTRIES.CA/TRAINING
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From Disappointment to Answered Prayer
Carl Willis
Two years ago, Carl wanted to offer a Precept Inductive Bible Study workshop at
his church, Christian Life Assembly, in Langley, BC. He had been working through
some Precept Bible Studies on his own and wanted to share with others what he had
seen and learned. He was growing in his relationship with God and becoming more
passionate about the Word.
Unfortunately, the training did not get the response hoped for, and it was cancelled.
This was heartbreaking and disappointing for Carl and his team.
Through patience and much prayer, God opened the door one year later.
Carl was thrilled to have another opportunity to host a workshop at his church.
The room was booked, and a team was put in place. The workshop was advertised through the church, with
other churches in the community, and at the Hold Fast Day in the Word Conference in Abbotsford, BC just
a few weeks earlier. As a result, there were over 50 people in attendance from churches and communities
throughout Vancouver, Abbotsford, Chilliwack, Langley, Maple Ridge, and more.
Out of that training workshop, Christian Life Assembly’s women’s ministry has begun using Precept Inductive
Bible Studies in their weekly women’s groups. This is prayer answered by God!
In talking with Carl, he said, “God wants His people to know and grow in His Word. When we study
God’s Word, it encourages our hearts!”

The Miracle in the Valley:
Sustained through His Word
Sandy Duguay
In March of 2010, while on holidays with my husband,
I became very ill. Cutting our vacation short, we
travelled back to Victoria, BC. This then began a
nearly five-year battle that really took us by surprise
and changed our lives.
After nearly a year of trying to find a diagnosis and
finally ending up at the Mayo Clinic, it was discovered
that my stomach was paralyzed as well as a small part
of the small intestine. No cure—only management.
I resigned myself to living on liquid for the rest of
my life. It was devastating! Dramatic loss of weight,
starving 24/7, hair falling out, and I was getting
weaker all the time. Everything changed. I became
more and more isolated and each day was a struggle
in surviving physically and mentally.
In the beginning, I had believed that God would
heal me miraculously and that this would be only
temporary, but as one year passed into two, and two
into three…. All this to say, that we have a God who
is ever-present in the valley with us. I’ve always loved
the Word of God, but now His Word became my
only lifeline. During this time, I would come to
know by experience what it meant to live by “every
word that proceeds from the mouth of God”. Now
God’s Word would be put to the test. Could He
sustain me?

During this time, Precept
Bible Studies became
an integral part of
my life. I devoured Kay
Arthur’s studies and
spent countless hours
in inductive study of
the Bible. The joy of
discovering truth
through the methods
that Kay used to help
others search out God’s
character, His will,
and His purpose were
invaluable to me. In
all the years that I had
known the Lord, I don’t think that there had ever been
a sweeter time of fellowship with God than those years
where through inductive Bible studies, I came to know
Him more.
People would ask my husband, “Why isn’t God
healing her? Where is the miracle of healing?” He
would simply answer them, “Look at her, the joy, the
faith that she has. There’s the miracle! God is
sustaining her through His Word!”
I am so grateful to Precept Ministries for the
tools they provided me during a tumultuous time
in my life.
And by the way, nearly five years later, on Christmas
Day, 2014, I did have that miracle of healing! But
that’s another story…

Multiplying Leaders with
Precept Bible Studies
Lorna Wanzel
The most exciting part of my day is when I sit at
the feet of Jesus and spend time with Him. Precept
Bible Studies are my choice of Bible studies, because
they have all those wonderful cross-references, word
studies, and maps. They are a wonderful tool,
not just for my own growth, but also for
reaching others.
I recently came back from a Precept Women’s
Conference in Chattanooga, TN and was really blessed
by hearing Kay Arthur explain all the different kinds
of studies. Precept has studies for children, teenagers,
40 Minute, In and Out, and of course my favorite,
Precept Upon Precept studies (PUPs).
Our local church is focused on multiplying and
reaching others—and what better way than through a
Bible study? We have Life Groups, Go Reach our City,
and weekly Bible studies. Precept has something
for everyone. I have taught several courses this
past year, and from those classes new leaders have
emerged. They are so excited about studying the
Word, that they have started to share 40 Minute
studies with friends and family over the phone or a
cup of coffee.
Two of the studies we discovered when we were
in Chattanooga were the 40 minute, 6-week,

no-homework Bible
studies: Breaking Free
from Fear and Spiritual
Warfare: Overcoming the
Enemy. I would highly
recommend these
studies for witnessing
and sharing the power of
our Lord and Saviour
with others.
One of the most exciting
things about being a Precept
Leader and having taken the
Entrust course at Precept
Ministries last spring, has
been training new leaders. Five potential leaders have
already led PUP studies in my classes, while I have
helped them to develop the skill of asking questions
and encouraging the participants in the class to
give answers. They have each recorded one of their
sessions, which we have sent off to head office,
and the feedback has been excellent and most
helpful. Precept Ministries does all they can to
help us train and make new leaders. In turn,
these leaders start up new groups, and so we go
and multiply.
If you are looking to multiply your church,
share His Word with others using these Bible
studies. He has said His Word never returns to Him
void. In the Parable of the Sower, when the Word, His
seed, finds good ground, it bears much fruit. Let us
pray to the Lord of the Harvest for a rich crop.

SEPTEMBER 6–7, 2019 | BRANTFORD, ON

HOLD
FAST
LET NOTHING MOVE YOU

79

$

SIGN UP TODAY!
FEATURING
DAVID & KAY ARTHUR

WWW.PRECEPTMINISTRIES.CA
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Thrive

B u i l di n g C am p a ig n
To see a full video tour of the Training Centre and offices, and to learn more about
the Thrive Building Campaign, visit us online at

www.preceptministries.ca/thrive

The BRAND-NEW Precept Ministries Canada website has officially been launched! This website has been created to
provide a more user-friendly experience for all of our Bible study leaders and students!

Visit us online TODAY!

WWW.PRECEPTMINISTRIES.CA

